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THE FORBIDDEN CITY: In Retrospect and Outlook

The Forbidden City was the imperial residence and the place of issuing orders of the feudal
emperors of the Ming and Qing Dynasties. It is located on the guidance axis about eight kilometers
long from north to south within the Beijing City. To the north of the Forbidden City is an artificial
mound called Wan Shou Shan {now the Coal Hill}, and towards the north along the guidance axis
there are the Bell-tower and the Drum-tower one behind another. To the south of the Forbidden
City, the Temple of Heaven, the Temple of Mountains and Rivers (now the Temple of Agriculture),
the Imperial Ancestral Temple and the Temple to the Gods of Land and Grains stand symmetrically
on both east and west sides of the main line.

The Three Great Halls {Tai He Dian, or Hall of Supreme Harmony, Zhong He Dian, or Hall of
Middle Harmony and Bao He Dian, or Hall of Preserving Harmony) and the Rear Three Palaces
{Qian Qing Gong, or Palace of Heavenly Purity, Jiao Tai Dian, or Hall of Union and Kun Ning Gong,
or Palace of Earthly Tranquility), which embodied the centre of the feudal imperial power, are
situated in the centre of the Forbidden City. Other groups of buildings are also in symmetrical
arrangement.

' The Forbidden City was given a most prominent place in the planning of the old Beijing
City. This refiects the mentality of ‘““the sovereign is the supreme dominant position in the whole

nation”.
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Plan of Beijing City rebuilt in the Ming Dynasty. B 4



