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A Study on Puyi’s Visit to Tokyo
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ABSTRACT:

In March 1934, Puyi, the last Emperor of the Qing dynasty, assumed the
throne as the so-called “Emperor of Manchukuo” in Changchun under
the plan of the Kwantung Army. In April of the following year, to ex-
press gratitude for the attendance of Prince Chichibu, younger brother
of Emperor Showa, at his coronation ceremony and to further foster the
so-called ‘Japan-Manchukuo goodwill’ political atmosphere, Puyi offi-
cially visited Japan, traveling to multiple cities including Tokyo, Kyoto,
Nara, and Osaka. To win over Puyi for political purposes, the Japanese
government accorded him a high level of reception and political honors.
Emperor Showa welcomed Puyi at Tokyo Station, and the city of Tokyo,
where Puyi’s schedule was the most intense, underwent extensive infra-
structure renovations led by the municipal government, including roads
and buildings related to his visit. A temporary government body—the
Welcoming Affairs Office—was even established for this purpose. Ulti-
mately, Japan’s diligent efforts aimed to enlist Puyi’s support for its inter-
ests in Northeast China, and from Puyi’s actions after returning home, it

seems this goal was largely achieved.
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