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An Overview of Oracle Bone Studies during the Qing Dynasty
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ABSTRACT:

Since the discovery of oracle bones in 1899 until the fall of the Qing
dynasty, these oracle bones were recognized for their significance, and
passed through various collections as unearthed cultural relics. The ex-
perts verified their provenance information, providing detailed and reli-
able archaeological data for future research. They cataloged and inter-
preted the inscriptions, preserving the original appearance of the oracle
bones as much as possible, offering clues for their assemblage and resto-
ration. Over a decade, oracle bones transformed from antiques to aca-
demic materials, marking the beginning of the systematic cataloging and

interpretation of oracle bones.
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