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ABSTRACT:

Ancient Chinese architecture attaches great importance to the inherit-
ance of technology and culture. This is fully materialized through the
Forbidden City, which represents the pinnacle of architectural achieve-
ments. In addition to rites and rituals, the externalization of the cultural
spirit is exceptionally significant. The Song-dynasty (960-1279) Confu-
cianist Learning of Principle (lixue) establishes the idea of benevolence,
while the Ming Dynasty realized it for Beijing. "Dividing the civil and
the martial for institutional differentiation", Beijing in the Ming period
is divided into east and west halves by a central axis, with the east featur-
ing the civil, the west the martial, and the architectural layout planned
accordingly. Based on the characteristics of the symmetrical architectur-
al layout of the Forbidden City and the essence of their civil and martial
features, this article explores the potential ideological source behind the
architecture design and finds that it embodies the core spirit of the ortho-
dox transmission of the Confucian way (daotong). By interpreting the
civil-martial way, the benevolent-righteous way, the Yin-Yang way, and
the correspondence between the civil and martial pavilions, it reveals the
cultural context carried by the Forbidden City and the profound influ-

ence of "highlighting the magnificence of its moral cultivation".

KEYWORDS:
The Forbidden City, the civil pavilion, the martial pavilion, orthodox

transmission of the way (daotong), moral cultivation
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