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Blue from indigo plant is deeper than its origin: The Comprehensive Development of
Printing Techniques in the Qing Imperial Palace and Its Historical Significance
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ABSTRACT:

Based on long-term investigation and comparison of engraved block-
printed books from the palace workshops in the Ming (1368-1644) and
Qing (1644-1911) dynasties, against the backdrop of the history of tradi-
tional Chinese printing techniques, this article outlines the development
pattern and historical significance of printing techniques in the Qing Im-
perial Court through multiple examples. While “adopting the Ming sys-
tem”, the techniques in this period also continued innovating, improv-
ing, and reaching the pinnacle of ancient printing craftsmanship. The
paper also discusses how the Qing Court surpassed the previous dynas-
ties in aspects such as institutional setup, organization, management,

and personnel.

KEYWORDS:
block printing, stencil printing, movable type printing, Movable Type
Edition (juzhen ban), copperplate engraving, woodcut printing, lead

seal, carved stone printing
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