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An Annotated Chronology of the “Caps and Clothing” Chapter in the Wanli Edi-

tion of The Collected Statutes (Huidian)
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Wen Shaohua

ABSTRACT:

The “Caps and Clothing” chapter of the Wanli Edition of The Collected
Statutes (Huidian) recorded the hat and clothing regulations of all social
classes from the beginning of the Ming dynasty to the Wanli reign (1368-
1620), which provides essential historical material for the study of Ming-
dynasty costumes. Researchers have discussed its compilation, editions,
basic outlines, and its value as historical evidence. However, the chrono-
logical confusion caused by changes in outlines from the Zhengde Edi-
tion to Wanli Edition has not received sufficient attention from research-
ers. Unresolved doubts remain. This article examines the characteristics
and changes of The Collected Statutes. Integrating historical materials
such as Veritable Records of the Ming Dynasty (Ming shilu), Collected
Rites of the Ming Dynasty (Ming jili), Handbook of Government Posts
(Zhusi Zhizhang), Zhengde Edition of The Collected Statutes, it veri-
fies the significance of the line “established in a certain year” preceding
each regulations in the “Caps and Clothing” chapter of the Wanli Edi-
tion. The research finds two kinds of significance: when recording con-
tent collected from various books, it refers to the completion or publica-
tion time of the original history books; when recording content of each
ministry’s archives, it refers to the time when the regulations were for-

mulated.

KEYWORDS:
The Collected Statutes of Great Ming (Daming huidian), regulations for

caps and clothing, chronology
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