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ABSTRACT:

In 1770, during the 35th year of the Qianlong reign, an important lit-
erary endeavor took place with the establishment of the Hall of Study-
ing the Classic of Poetry (Xueshi tang). This hall was specifically created
to house the recompiled Illustrations of the Classic of Poetry, marking
a continuation of the emperor’s earlier efforts to promote edification
through poetry. This initiative demonstrated Qianlong’s commitment to
upholding the traditional principles of civil governance and transform-
ing the significance of painting and calligraphy, which held great prom-
inence during the Tang dynasty. The aim was to elevate these art forms
to serve as vehicles for moral perfection and ethical enrichment, align-
ing them with the foundational principles of a virtuous ruler. Moreover,
this undertaking mirrored the purpose of the Six Classics and shared a
striking resemblance to the compilation of the Precious Collection of the
Stone Moat (Shiqu baoji), which was curated by the Qianlong imperi-
al court. The approach employed in editing and categorizing the Illus-
trations of the Classic of Poetry served as a template for the compilation
of the Precious Collection of the Stone Moat. The endeavors showcased
Qianlong’s principle that involved juxtaposing pictures and historical
narratives together within the pages of a book, and spread far beyond

the imperial court.
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