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ABSTRACT:

The Inventory Records of Furnishings (Chenshe dang) of the Garden
of Perfect Brightness (Yuanming yuan) has yet to be found. However,
based on Imperial Household Department’s Archives of Imperial Work-
shops (Huoji dang) and Archives of Account Registers (Zouxiao dang),
and through collecting archives and materials related to the Garden’s
furnishings, such as poems and essays by the Qing (1644-1911) emper-
ors, memoirs of foreign emissary, and accounts from the Anglo-French
Forces, which in cross reference with unearthed and lost cultural relics,
this article discusses the scale, hierarchy, production, and usage of the
furnishings displayed in the Garden’s prime. By combining historical re-
cords and cultural relics, this article aims to recreate an accurate depic-
tion of the state of collections and furnishings of the Garden of Perfect

Brightness at its height.

KEYWORDS:
imperial gardens, Imperial Workshops, Archives of Imperial Workshops
(Huoji dang)
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