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ABSTRACT:

Despite that the empress dowager Cixi (1835-1908) is portrayed in sim-
ilar poses and looks, her photographs are revealing in terms of their di-
verse settings. They serve as unique documentation of the real life of this
matriarch in her late years, and reveal ample information of rites, palace
customs, culture, and court collections in her time. The author adapts a
fresh research approach with which it conducts a close examination of
the photos to find out clues instructive to put surviving objects back to a
historical context. With historical documents and cultural relics as refer-
ence, the paper tries to re-establish the setting scene of Cixi’s photogra-
phy and give a comprehensive interpretative account of the environment,

furnishings and clothes appear in the photos.
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