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ABSTRACT:

One of the major approaches of Qing dynasty history study in recent
years is to put it under the framework of global history studies. During
the Kangxi reign (1662-1722), the Jesuits traveled between the eastern
and western ends of Eurasia. While they fostered cultural exchange be-
tween the Eastern and Western civilizations, they also represented na-
tional interests of different countries. This study discusses the roles that
French Jesuits have played, in the three diplomatic incidents of the Qing
Empire under the reign of Kangxi, namely the dispatch of “King’s Math-
ematicians” by Louis XIV of France, the Sino-Russian negotiations,
leading to the Treaty of Nerchinsk, and the arrival of Tournon in Bei-
jing to settle the “Chinese Rites Controversy”. Based on Chinese and
French historical sources, the paper analyzes the communication be-
tween China and Europe in early Qing dynasty and the relevance of his-
torical events from an interactive perspective with the approach of glob-
al history research, by comparing the activities of European countries in

the 17 -18" century.
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