W0 TR E e BRIEE dv A DIEL B 3
AR

The Figure Patterns and Cultural Connotation of Porcelain from the Kangxi
Reign in the Palace Museum Collection

EE2
Huang Fei

Journal of Gugong Studies 2023 Vol.24

e
ZO=Z5F F=-twii

0y i KL | The Forbidden City Publishing House

SEJIR
umasnw QDEIEd QLLL




w0 T D0 B e b R 28 v A\ P g e 3L

SCAE PR BT

The Figure Patterns and Cultural Connotation of Porcelain from the Kangxi

Reign in the Palace Museum Collection

HE

WA SR

JHE R e 2 Ny DAL B ) AR XU R 61 59 7 R Y 5
LRFEERR, WETMBEITRER NSRS,
AR, MU, SRR, RIS E RS

HIAEREAR, XTI ZAR LR, B2 YRt 2B
WATr, ASCHEG, FHEEM, RiE RIER RS 7&K
W, HEWEAANFREBNEZLRE, BANS
(O AIE S D RE R B, AR SORSCET 1 W B B il e B s
T NBUIEAT 70 SR SCA A TR B RE, B 45t B R
7 L KR B RO I R L BT R A
SO RO AL T R\ LT, R
{7 FRERES v A\ S0 24 5 TR 5 ST A 90 i S A
{H, AR EA H AT 6 G SR 2Rl 2 1,

Xettial
HEEE HE B SULPYE

Huang Fei

ABSTRACT:

The figure patterns painted on porcelain ware of the Kangxi reign (1662-
1722) are famous in the circles of porcelain studies for their distinctive
style of the times and all-encompassing aesthetic taste. Such porcelain
objects in the Palace Museum collection boast large quantity, high rank-
ing, and rich variety, forming a supreme pool of samples to study impe-
rial court culture in the early Qing dynasty (1644-1911). These precious
art historical specimens are not only the embodiment integrating con-
temporary society, politics, economy, humanistic ideas, religious beliefs,
folk customs and wishes, but also the direct expression of the emper-
or’s own aesthetics, thus with extremely high value as physical historical
evidence. This article classifies and interprets the cultural connotation
of these porcelain objects, and concludes eight main motifs including
“farming, weaving, animal husbandry, and fishing”, “emotion and phi-

» o«

losophy as represented by landscape”, “governance through culture”,

» o«

“military drilling and pacifying the frontier rebels”, “court ladies and

» o« » o«

children playing”, “popular literature”, “religions, deity, and immor-
tals”, and “auspicious meanings”. The aim of this study is to further ex-
plore the profound cultural connotations and aesthetic values contained
in these porcelain pieces and make a positive contribution to inheriting

and carrying forward the excellent traditional Chinese culture.
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