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ABSTRACT:

In the Ming dynasty (1368-1644), eunuch superintendents (Tidu taijian)
at the Directorate of Ceremonial (Sili jian) enjoyed an elegant and pres-
tigious status, which, nevertheless, was still inferior to the grand eunuch
bearing seal (Zhangyin taijian), grand eunuch wielding brush (Bingbi
taijian), and eunuch handling affairs (Suitang taijian). Eunuch super-
intendent oversaw the imperial court’s bibliography, calligraphy, and
painting collections, while managed the palace school for eunuchs (Nei
shu tang) as well as Classics Depository (Jingchang). Among all the du-
ties, it was the management of the eunuch school that gave the post most
of the privilege. The compilers of History of the Ming (Mingshi) misun-
derstood the text in A Eunuch’s Unbiased Description and Observa-
tion of the Court Institutions, Events, and Policy Processes (Zhuozhong
zhi) regarding eunuch superintendent in that official for rituals (Jian
guan) and archivist (Dianbu) were wrongly categorized as his subordi-
nates while their duties transferred as part of those of eunuch superin-
tendent, resulting in the elevation of his official status. The post of su-
perintendent, as one of the designated ranks of the institution, appeared
no earlier than the Jiajing period (1522-1566). Except for this specific ti-
tle, all other eunuchs with the title of “superintendent” were dispatched
with assigned tasks, and their status depended on the title of official rank

of the title bearer.
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