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ABSTRACT:

Based on the architectural traces seen during the renovation of the Hall
of Mental Cultivation (Yangxin dian), this article, combined with histor-
ical records, drawings, and illustrations, verifies the layout and function-
al evolution of this area in the Ming (1368-1644) and the Qing (1644-
1911) dynasties. Before the Ming-dynasty Jiajing reign (1522-1566), the
area featured north-south parallel rectangular courtyards and used as
kitchens. In mid-to-late Ming dynasty, buildings were constructed in the
northern courtyard including a main hall, flanking halls, rear halls, and
smaller extensions (er fang), while south of the Gate of Mental Cultiva-
tion (Yangxin men) a series of buildings were installed, namely, from
north to south, the Directorate of Ceremonial’s (Sili jian) duty office for
eunuch wielding the brush, connecting rooms, Belvedere for Flourishing
Daoism (Longdao ge), Chamber of Loyalty and Righteousness (Zhongyi
shi), Palace of Auspiciousness and Tranquility (Xiangning gong), and
the Beamless Hall (Wuliang dian). In the early Qing dynasty, some of
these buildings were demolished, the walls of the southern courtyard
were moved northwards, and two buildings were added. Also added
were connecting rooms for the imperial kitchen area. Imperial Work-
shops (Zaoban chu) were installed during the Kangxi reign (1662-1722).
After the northern courtyard and duty office area were transformed into
the exsiting layout after the mid-Qing period, the structure stayed basi-

cally unchanged until the fall of the dynasty.
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