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ABSTRACT:

In the court of the Qing dynasty (1644-1911), banquets were the main
way for the emperors to bestow favors to court officials, placate vassal
states, and organize social events. During the Qianlong (r. 1736-1795)
and Jiaqing (r. 1796-1820) reigns, the two most important imperial gar-
dens, the Garden of Perfect Brightness (Yuanming yuan) and Moutain
Villa to Escape the Heat (Bishu shanzhuang), frequently held various
court banquets. Through banquet events, the Qing emperor further de-
veloped and consolidated the relationship with clansmen, court officials,
and diplomatic envoys from outside the court. Regional difference be-
tween the two gardens was reflected on the differences in the theme,
scale, and catering design of the banquets. Combined with relevant ar-
chival documents, this article takes the Hall of Exercising Triple Im-
partiality (Fengsan wusi dian) in the Garden of Perfect Brightness and
Mountain Lodge in Southern Breeze (Yanxun shanguan) in the other as
objects of investigation, and tries to analyze and summarize such ban-

quets’ functions and characteristics at the two gardens.

KEYWORDS:
Garden of Perfect Brightness, Moutain Villa to Escape the Heat, court
banquets, Hall of Exercising Triple Impartiality (Fengsan wusi dian),

Ruyi Island, Mountain Lodge in Southern Breeze (Yanxun shanguan)
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