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Li Shijuan

ABSTRACT:

This article focuses on the content and editions of scientific and tech-
nological books edited and published by the Qing-dynasty (1644-1911)
imperial palace. Combined with records of the editions published by the
relevant libraries, and aided by the method of bibliometrics, the article
analyzes and clarifies the characteristics, bibliographic value, and edito-
rial accomplishment regarding these books, drawing two basic conclu-
sions: firstly, although the Qing court lags behind in comparison with
the Western powers in scientific and technological development, it did
make significant achievements in some fields that attracted the world’s
attention; secondly, the imperially commissioned compilation and pub-
lication in this category demonstrated the emperor’s will and cultural
policy, contributing to China’s modern scientific, technological, and
cultural development, while facilitating contemporary research on the

country’s history of science and technology development.
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