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ABSTRACT:

During the Qianlong (r. 1736-1795) and Jiaqing (r. 1796-1820) reigns,
there were many famous art connoisseurs and collectors in Suzhou,
among whom Jiang Yuancheng was not well-known. The academic
community has paid little attention to him, while no dedicated research
with regard to him and his activities of artistic connoisseurship and col-
lection has been conducted. However, Jiang was quite active in this field
at that time, and his name was frequently mentioned in contemporary
collected works and inscriptions, from which his extensive art collec-
tion with ample masterpieces can be revealed. This article deliberately
searches for relevant materials on this collector, to trace his life and fam-
ily background, and to sort out his contacts with prestigious contempo-
raries, such as Pan Yijun, Lu Gong, and Qian Daxin. It is hoped that a
comprehensive investigation of Jiang and his network of friends can pave

the way for further research on Jiang’s collection activities.
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