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Sheng Jie

ABSTRACT:

Ma Wan (courtesy name Wenbi, sobriquet Ludunsheng, ca. 1310-1378),
was a literati painter who stayed in Songjiang in the late Yuan dynas-
ty (1271-1368). By analyzing Ma Wan’s extant authentic works such
as Spring Landscape, this article argues that his brushwork was after
Huang Gongwang’s style, but more tedious in comparison. At the same
time, similar schemas can be detected in his works, probably indicating
the stylized tendency. Some works previously attributed to Ma, such as
Viewing Spring in Pine Valley, diverge from above-mentioned authentic
works in terms of virtuosity and style, thus are worthy of further scru-
tiny. Ma authentic calligraphy is mainly inscriptions on his own paint-
ings or on his friends’ artworks. It is characterized by primitive simplici-
ty, mostly square character structure, and more forceful ending for right
falling and horizontal strokes. Almost all postscripts claimed to be by
Ma Wan found at the end of previous artists’ works are falsified. The
reason may be related to the phenomenon of forging ancient paintings in
the Ming (1368-1644) and the Qing (1644-1911) dynasties and adding

inscriptions and postscripts of late Yuan-dynasty masters.
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