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ABSTRACT:

The plaque “Upright and Pure in Mind” (Zhengda Guangming) hang-
ing in the Palace of Heavenly Purity (Qianging gong) is a piece of ink
rubbing on paper. In addition to the calligraphy by the Shunzhi Emper-
or (r. 1644-1661), postscripts were also added by the Kangxi (r. 1662-
1722) and Qianlong Emperors (r. 1736-1795). This article analyzes and
explains the reasons for carving the content of the plaque on stone, the
time of its completion, and the dating of the postscripts. Additionally,
another extant “Upright and Pure in Mind” plaque in the Palace Muse-
um collection is also introduced. This article sorts out the eight identical
plaques created during five emperors’ reigns in the Qing dynasty (1644-
1911) , and based on the information in the Archives of the Imperial
Workshops (Huoji dang), proves that three instead of two such plaques
were inscribed and mounted by the Qianlong Emperor. In chronologi-
cal order, the earliest piece was hung in the Hall of Exercising Triple Im-
partiality (Fengsan wusi dian) in the Garden of Perfect Brightness
(Yuanming yuan). With the support of archival materials, it corrects the
scholarly misunderstanding regarding the year 1739, the fourth year of
the Qianlong reign, as the earliest seen record of the name of the above-
mentioned building. Records indicates before February 9th, 1738 in the
Chinese lunar calendar, the name of the building had already been con-
firmed.

KEYWORDS:
“Upright and Pure in Mind” (Zhengda Guangming) plaques, two piec-
es of ink rubbed signboards, eight plaques, Hall of Exercising Triple Im-

partiality (Fengsan wusi dian)
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