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ABSTRACT:

Ancient Chinese law was deeply influenced by the palace, official, state,
field, and military law system described in the Rituals of Zhou (Zhou
li). As far as the court is concerned, in addition to some provisions in the
Great Ming Code (Daming lii), there are also imperial prohibitions and
internal orders. Due to lack of information, it is difficult to glimpse the
full picture of the court law system. However, specific cases do unveil the
peculiarities of the court judicature. The monarchical form of govern-
ment determines that court affairs cannot be separated from the court
and society, and determines the diversity of court justice. When court
servant commits a crime in consort with court or external officials, the
trial of the case is usually transferred to the judicial department. When
it comes to the handling of specific cases, nevertheless, the laws and pen-
alties applicable to court service personnel and officials are different.
Therefore, court penalties apply. This system also determines the diver-
sity of court justice involved. It can either be incorporated into the state
judicial system, or independently exercise judicial power. In the former
case, the fact that eunuchs often participate in the judiciary justice often
gives rise to the difficulty in separating the “eunuchs and judiciary pow-
er”; independent exercise of judicial power indicates the court’s unique-

ness and its own independent judicial system.

KEYWORDS:
the Ming dynasty, court judicature, crime committed by eunuchs, court
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