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ABSTRACT:

Kingfishering (diancui) is a Chinese craft with long tradition. Yet with
kingfisher becoming an endangered species, the craft is also almost lost,
along with the complex and intricate details of the technique. As select-
ed kingfishering objects from the Qing (1644-1911) court in the Palace
Museum collection was studied through Microscope and analyzed with
scientific methods, the relevance among material, technique, and color
expression of ancient kingfishering objects is discussed from the perspec-
tive of microscopic inspection of feather, backside color, density, direction,
and concavo-convex features. The study provides rich information for the
study of the ancient art of kingfishering and contemporary conservation

of relevant objects.
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