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Ding Rugin

ABSTRACT:

The Hui Opera Troupes’ Coming to Beijing refers to the historical
event in 1790 (the fifty-fifth year of the Qianlong reign) when Sanqing-
ban and other opera troupes were summoned to the capital city Beijing
to entertain the Qianlong Emperor (r. 1736-1795) for his 80th birth-
day celebration. It has been widely recognized as the prelude to the
emergence of Peking Opera by China’s operatic circle, and this agree-
ment identifies that the imperial birthday celebration has prompted
convergence and development of regional folk operas. However, cer-
tain studies established that the Qing court was the major force that
campaigned Kunqu Opera while marginalized other regional folk op-
eras. Some even believed that the settlement in Beijing of these Hui
Opera troupes was totally a decision by their own. These conclusions
might be biased. Various historical documents drive us to review and
re-evaluate this significant get-together of regional operas, which was
more likely to have been orderly and meticulously initiated, planned,
and organized by the Qing imperial court. The imperial birthday cele-
bration has contributed to the extraordinary evolution and prosperity

of regional operas, and their influence continues to date.
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