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Discourse on Zhou Mi’s Authentication and Collection of Calligraphy and Paintings
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Duan Ying

ABSTRACT:

As a famous poet, note writer, and connoisseur in the turning of the
Song (960-1279) and the Yuan (1271-1368) dynasties, Zhou Mi had
taken up calligraphy and painting authentication and collection in the
Song period. Since settling in Hangzhou in the Yuan dynasty, he was
respected by scholars as loyalist to the Southern Song dynasty (1127-
1279). Since then he socialized with celebrities and perused their col-
lections. His Record of Clouds and Mist Passing before One’s Eyes
(Yunyan guoyan lu) and Random Jottings from the Hall of Elegant In-
tent (Zbiya tang zachao) recorded collections of important connois-
seurs at that time and basic information of numerous masterpieces,
providing valuable information for the authentication and documen-
tation by later generations of scholars. This article discusses Zhou Mi’s
achievement in and contribution to calligraphy and painting authenti-
cation and collection from several aspects, including family influences,
authentication and collection activities in late Song and early Yuan pe-
riods, features and methods of Zhou Mi’s authentication, and his cal-

ligraphy and painting collections, postscripts and seals.

KEYWORDS:

Zhou Mi, Record of Clouds and Mist Passing before One’s Eyes (Yu-
nyan guoyan lu) and Random Jottings from the Hall of Elegant Intent
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