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Wang Zhongxu

ABSTRACT:

The Fahai Temple was founded by the Directorate for Imperial Ac-
couterments (Yuyong jian) eunuch Li Tong from the fourth to the eighth
year of the Ming dynasty’s (1368-1644) Zhengtong period (1436-1449),
typical of the temples commissioned by eunuchs in the early Ming dy-
nasty. Li Tong commissioned the Fahai Temple with the purpose of cul-
tivating his own blessings and serving as his future burial location. The
temple’s name, the architectural layout, the painting and sculpture, the
first abbot, and the background of its first generation of monks all sug-
gest that the Fahai Temple was an institution practicing Zen Buddhism,
while the temple was also laid out and planned accordingly. The stat-
ues and murals in the Great Buddha’s Hall were not only characteris-
tic of the nature of Zen Buddhist institution, the court’s religious policy,
and imperial aesthetics, but also met the psychological needs of eunuchs
such as Li Tong. It can be regarded as the embodiment of the form and
approach of eunuch’s Buddhist faith represented by Li Tong in the ear-
ly Ming dynasty.

KEYWORDS:
the Fahai Temple, Li Tong, Buddhist temple as burial site, Zen Buddhist
Temple, Buddhist faith
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