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with Discussions of the Artistic Empire of Emperor Huizong of the Song Dynasty
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ABSTRACT:

On the basis of a series of important and indirect evidence, this article
presumes and revises geographic details in the handscroll A Panorama
of Rivers and Mountains (Qianli Jiangshan tu) in accordance with the
Northern Song (960-1127) teaching of “the investigation of things and
extension of knowledge” (gewu zhizhi). Such details include the carbon-
ate rock terrain in the lower reaches of the Yangtze River, the Hanyang
Peak, Sidie Cascade, Monastery of the White Crane (Baibe guan), and
the Stone Bells Mountain, all landmarks of the Mount Lu. Based on the
brushwork, content, mounting, and damages, the author points out that
the collector’s seal on the painting — “Seal of the Jixi Hall” (Jixi dian
bao) — was misidentified in the Precious Collection of the Stone Moat
(Shiqu baoji chubian). It should be the “Seal of the Hall of Health and
Longevity” (Kangshou dian bao) which belonged to Empress Wu of the
Southern Song (1127-1279) Emperor Gaozong (r. 1127-1162). The au-
thenticity of Monk Puguang’s colophon on the scroll is confirmed, thus
the provenance of the painting is revised and pieced together. Wang Xi-
meng’s experiences as part of the “Palace Document Storehouse” (jin-
zhong wenshu ku) is further established, together with the zeitgeist of
full-length, poetic representation of the diverse social life, literature, and
art in the Northern Song capital Kaifeng, and the adoption of minia-
ture painting skills, shed lights on the solid literary background and rich
artistic legacies that led to the creation of this painting. This painting’s
color palette influenced the development of the greater blue and green
landscape paintings, laying the color aesthetic foundation for court

paintings in the reign of Emperor Huizong (1101-1125).

KEYWORDS:
landmark scenery, colophon by Monk Puguang, Grand Academician
of the Institute for the Glorification of Literature (Zhaowen guan da

xueshi), Document Storehouse, imperial court aesthetics
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