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Elements of the Southern Dynasties in the Northern Dynasties Illustration of
Vimalakirti Nirdesa: The Illustration with Vimalakirti in Hu Clothes in Yungang

Cave No. 6
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Tan Haoyuan

ABSTRACT:

For a long time, in terms of the study of illustrations of the Vimalakirti
Nirdesa, the academic circles’ attention is drawn to the influence of Bud-
dhism in the Southern Dynasties period (420-589) on the statues of the
Northern Dynasties (386-581), and the resulting style formed in the
Northern Dynasties. However, the pattern composition, style, and deco-
rative details of the figure concerning the illustrations of the Vimalakirti
Nirde$a in Yungang cave no. 6, one of the early Northern Dynasties
caves, show little connection with the Southern Dynasties elements.
Therefore, with the illustrations in this cave as a starting point, this ar-
ticle hopes to analyze such illustrations’ ideological implications reflect-
ed and cultural information carried of the Northern Dynasties through
surveying illustrations of the Vimalakirti Nirdesa and summarizing past
research results and questions left unanswered, and then explores ele-
ments contributing to the formation of such illustrations in this process

of development and evolution.
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