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ABSTRACT:

The earliest record of the practice of copying paintings and calligraphy
can be traced back to the Jin Dynasty (265-420). In the Tang Dynasty
(618-907), the institution was already established in court dedicating to
this copying practice. The technique of copying ancient Chinese paint-
ings and calligraphy mastered by the Palace Museum is intangible cul-
tural heritage at the national level. On the basis of carrying on the leg-
acies of ancient techniques, the Museum developed a unique skill set
specifically for the purpose of copying the paintings and calligraphy in
the Palace Museum collection. Among them, outline drawing (baimiao)
functions both as one of the fundamental techniques and an independ-
ent artistic genre. It includes multiple brushwork styles and correspond-
ing outlining techniques. It is therefore the most basic as well as the most
important skills in ancient painting and calligraphy copying. This article
summarizes the development of the copying practice at the Palace Muse-
um and the transformation of outline drawing technique, and then with
Vimalakirti Preaching Buddhist Doctrine as a case study, analyzes the
functions, types, forms, and requirements for applying this technique to
the copying of ancient paintings and calligraphy, exploring in depth the

standard of ancient painting and calligraphy copying techniques.
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