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ABSTRACT:

In the late Ming (1368-1644) and early Qing (1644-1911) period, the
bell-casting Wang clan flourished in the capital areas. According to
available sources, four generations of nine craftsmen from the Wang
clan cast bells over a period of eight decades in two dynasties. This is a
case with the largest number of participants, the longest duration, and
the most abundant information left among reliable references in Beijing
area. This article uses the Wang clan’s products and bell casting activi-
ties as a case to sort out extant information concerning the Wang clan. It
begins with the shape and decorative style of monastery bells they cast,
and then discusses the collective characteristics of the Wang clan’s crafts-
men, and the interaction among donors, fundraisers and other factors,

thus glimpses the craftsmanship in ancient times.
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