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The Combination of Traditional Opera Art and Wood Carving of the Huangshan
Bamian Hall Architecture against the Background of the “Qing-Dynasty Fever for

Opera Performances”

AR

IIACE R R R B T — B RO SRR R, T
POB R R 5 S kR T B AR, A R L
F L SRR A 35 R ORI R S AR B
&, XM SERE N EE AT, R
P UG 68 A P B A, B, 3 A N O SR
B, R AT R A e N P ST R AL, 513
LI ORAT R R R, SERER I, AL AheE
NHZET A, 2E AR R S, HAEEXN R
(DX T RO TS, 41 S R Ak 1 432 1 4 10 A3
B, 51K T HTBTORAT HO X ARG T < el DX 3L 2 SR
M AR, L5 BT et S0 S, R
X SCACAR D % B, AT A R T J SRR U F S 5 5
5| % T — S RAN A, Bl T8 ARS8
AR &, LT ah Mttt e fur. iy
SN E AN R AL SO R SR

el
WIREE  REN EUTT R AR
7

Huang Meiyan

ABSTRACT:

Opera performances were systematically institutionalized in the Ming
(1368-1644) court. The Qing (1644-1911) rulers adopted the Ming tra-
dition with modifications carried out in terms of management institu-
tions, background of performers, nature of performance, and reper-
toires, due to the preferences of the ruling class as well as the evolvement
of folk opera performances. The Kangxi Emperor (r. 1662-1722) and the
Qianlong Emperor (r.1736-1795) conducted six inspection tours of the
Jiangnan region, during which time a large number of outstanding lo-
cal performers were selected to offer training courses on folk operas and
to introduce popular folk repertoires into the imperial court. During the
Qianlong period, as many as 1,000 performers, including both court eu-
nuchs and lauded newcomers received opera training, which witnessed
the peak of traditional opera in the Qing dynasty. The court embraced
and endorsed folk opera. Such attitude triggered an unprecedented up-
surge of opera’s popularity. Jinhua region in Zhejiang province is the
birthplace of the Wu Opera, while Yiwu had already established itself
for its Gaogiang performances as early as in the Ming dynasty’s Wan-
li reign (1573-1620). The flourishing folk opera scene brought about a
profound transformation in folk architecture and operatic culture. The
combination of wood carving and opera art in the Huangshan Bam-
ian Hall reflects the enormous popularity of court and folk opera cul-

ture against contemporary social, economic and cultural backgrounds.

KEYWORDS:
Qing court, Opera performance, Huangshan Bamian Hall, Dongyang

wood carving, Opera-themed carving
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