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Doubts over the Narrative of Harada Goro on the Selling of “Cold Food Obser-

vance Manuscript” by Su Shi to Japan
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ABSTRACT:

The calligraphic manuscript “Cold Food Observance” (Hanshi tie) by
Su Shi (1037-1101) is the permanent collection of the Taipei Palace Mu-
seum. Inscriptions, colophons, and seals it bears speak of a well estab-
lished collecting sequence. According to the colophon by Naitd Konan
(1866-1934), the manuscript was initially brought to Japan by its owner
Yan Shiqing (1873-1929) in 1922, and finally came into the collection of
the Japanese banker Kikuchi Shinji (1867-1935) by purchase. In 1973,
Tsuruta Takeyoshi (1937-2005) interviewed Harada Goro, the Japanese
art dealer and owner of the Hakubundo publishing company, finding
that the Cold Food Observance Manuscript together with the Southern
Song dynasty painting scroll Recumbent Travel of Xiao and Xiang by
Li Sheng (now collection of the National Museum of Tokyo) had been
brought to Japan by Harada himself. This is contradictory with Naitd
Konan’s recording in the colophon appended to the artwork. Tsuruta
Takeyoshi’s article from the interview attained growing impact to the
public, almost overwhelming Naitd Konan’s account. The essay traces
the selling process of the Cold Food Observance Manuscript to Japan,
discovering many doubts over Harada’s narration and spotting trans-
lation errors in the Chinese version of the interview article by Tsuruta
Takeyoshi. Through textural and image studies, it takes the manuscript
as an example, trying to interpret the psychological condition in regard
to people’s preference of legend or historical fact when judging the val-

ue of an artwork.
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