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Photography of Cultural Relics for Museums
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ABSTRACT:

Photography is fundamental to the implementation of museum’s digiti-
zation enterprise. It encompasses both the digital photography of mu-
seum collections and the digital scanning of analogue negatives. The
performance of digital photography and scanning accounts for the vis-
ual quality of the digitization enterprise of museums and the public rec-
ognition of museum collections. The image of an artwork is captured
through the lens by a digital camera and projected to the sensor where
a digital image of the artwork is generated immediately. The image is
stored in digital format, readily available for utilization. Apart from pho-
tographic skills, a photographer is required to be well equipped with
knowledge of photography and that of post processing of digital images,
as well as to understand the artworks and the use of light. Therefore the
ideal digital photography benefits from the photographer’s learning and
artistic tastes. Suitable technique and tools also add to the ultimate qual-

ity of digital images of cultural relics.
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