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The Formation and Function of Circular Drainage System of the Ming-Dynasty

Forbidden City
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ABSTRACT:

In the field of China’s heritage architecture preservation, underground
drainage system is often neglected because of its rich variety and the dif-
ficulty in surveying. The Forbidden City is the imperial palatial complex
of the Ming (1368-1644) and the Qing (1644-1911) dynasties. Its origi-
nal drainage system is basically kept intact in spite of repeated construc-
tion and renovation. Understanding the original design and conceptual-
ization of the system is essential in the effectiveness of its surveying and
maintenance. This article studies the internal and external drainage sys-
tem of the Forbidden City and compares the layout with modern princi-
ple of the drainage arrangements, in an attempt to infer the design con-

cept of the Forbidden City drainage system.

KEYWORDS:
the Forbidden City, internal and external water system, drainage system,

design concept, evolution, hydraulic analysis

* RSCHECE TEIBE 2014 SEERHFAE CEESRIK REMEHIT) T GUEFR OB IR IE ) B8,



B 1 K=K REEREE

;__"".,;_-.rﬂ A [—‘H!'h el
& IEIE]
oo |
| pmEcEso
e L
F L
. L COE— ol |
b — rew e BN
m=lfe = MRk
Commaa 0SS aenn

Ll L) - i LAl
——m———

B2 FEXKEHE

kT R R RIS B AR
FHEARDZ A 1, — D2 A S H 0
H AR BHER BROE T 7 A MR BN 3R, 2
SR SR AR, TR 2 A2 LhE AR I o 25 7K IR
Sk, AR R D SE I T IR0 KRR, Bl
HRAAERE, BARORAR, ANTEFEFFER
ST RCN T RTRE,  [RIAE, ST HEK R G 2
SR, AT R A RS, BRI T,
Bl —EHOKARLE, AR — Tl 8 R
BT HEK R G R, i RLBGBOR, HEK R &
Mo,

W AR T HE K R GE, RN K R AH
WHY, 7K AR BERT ROk T HEZK R e 23 75 7K
HAVER, SUAT RO HEK R GeaR i KSR TE
XEICT BT Pk B BB, AU 2 HE K R 58
B, EWINATE 8K, IRZ 3 RMIBIEIAGE, WA
YRGB SF RO HEK I, HEKEE, BE, 10
A, WIERS T IRIEFEA K T 5 BTk
KERZE (H1, H2)

KA I R R E Y, AT AU
b, BIRETUIKRIAE (1406 4F), #MT H
ARV (1420 4F), 24 EA T 600 4/ 5,
RS ERUBRCR,  IRAT B SE BRI S BB SR
A A HEKOTT 2R I HEK R G5 7K A
LA NP, ERTLAD A ERHEK R GERI AN HEK
EC PN 155

KRBT 2 VT RAR P 0 E 17, HEZK
RGBT R ASUE o, EEAR G
FEARPRAT TR, FFAES RS IH AR HEK I RE,
VRN E R SURE, S R 2 W) 6 E A2 2T
I AT, 2R AR LV, HHPK RS

o RPN R ETEIRBTUEI ), P RS Tl A, 2009 4,
%59, 60, 62T,



RSSO R SR 491
WU R Tt R i 2 ML e A T M AR, A K RGeS A R T 2 R IR B UE A
KA, PO AR RGP S THRERI B Sk AT SIS [, A A, MK REA R — i
MRHY, TREE A SCEE T, SNEHEK RE R LUK RRITE AL, X KRRV T IT
A, AR S BRI SOE Y A TR R, HARBEAES: TIIATE S, BoA KR, Bri a2
EE A HEK RGURIR R T BIACHEK R GRS R,

— JEREBHEAK U 2P

TECH A T R X SR 2 R L A —
LUK [ A6 7k RS 5 BORITK R, TEAER
PR EESERE T GFAL - 2 THE) RFHER
fg EAERE, LR, 0T, ERLSS, &
WAL, TR X IR R, R
F B A SR B %S B e B, TECHRIE
DK T A A BERH TR B FY, HEvk R G5 HY3T JX

A TR B B A R AR, U my s rmsaomrmmm

WA A A T K Ry T TGRSR RO R, AR, 200 %
2o, R K R NS, AR

Wik %, 2R, TORKRIER OO RURATK R T — RIS, MLt EmmEm, i
TRIIMATEE, RS RENEE T, FoRAN, Asfh BRI A K R AL AT AR
Bk R (3]

LIBASAKITAR « MTTARBIIRERE, TT81 2 St L0 Bk I — T 5L R 2 ke A
A, FHEREATEERUDKE BT (STHETD ZRRA SR, AR, FFH T 5 H s,
TETCH, SIS IR AR T, A5 5 HAt AR, 5 5 UMK ISR A e 7, A2
Ik, BEEHE, B RITRERY, WHEA AR AR RUE, MR ER IR 2 KO R
BRiEA A, FUt A RAREM A,

2. FGTISSEIE ¢ KRN E ATRUKPET, WETLE T, WA TRITAM, 2R MNAEEA
w3 (A RIS, UK AR MR LT AL A AT ABUKIA, B HRUK
WIS KT, W ELRARRE SN T IR AUk, TR S A, RAGC BRI, oK R
USSR BT R T, B BT KRR T A BB,

KHSHEK RGAETCAI B E RN, AN R A 5 T IR T HE A B, oy
ARSI HE K R G B 61 T 45,



492 e - 2019

B4 B ERE
A=, AR (RFRRIRE HE) % 99 W, $E A5 HAE, 2001 F.

L=

B5 HRLRKRRER
X (R F AT TS ARFRI A% R, % 82 T, (A FALLAF)2003 45 2 4.

T AR Al K 2R Y Ak

ARSI HE K R GE R AR _ESELE T 1T 3
MR AT B, REOT LIRSy - FBRA “LASE
AE" B HEHEKOT, SN AR 1
SO, RN, AN S, BT EEN
HEWHKRE,

WO (1638 47), WAL T RARE, H
HIAEAC R, B SRR,
AT IR E AR, AKRIYAE (1406 4F) T
MEE R, HEWKR TR (1420 ) A 34 E
R, AEES: T +HFEZA, WRBAERER
TCRARM, T AR TR AR B 2R At B3 T
JEHT B S, WAL U DL B S B — 2R A o
O, BIERTTNFTT, RAREN, FONTEN,
AT, B FASIRE AL T T 960 0K, ARPTTS
A 760 K, Sldis LRI MBS AL, BT
AT SE, FHEINZ INEH B2, BAK
G, AT, ARVGNAR, VHRMAR, A
W T 230 A, BIACGURA Je 2 8 A
FLo 25 TA0) 30 By B B & I R (4D,
LS HOK RGN, BEAREAIL
HUREEE MY, AR AR K R g Se T o
HRH T TR, (HIXEHK RGNS 7 it
BB, FHETHIOT S S HER ST

HSHE G, mAEEH BT TR
U SRR

IIAAE SR I K R, AR TCRHRIRUA 7K R 1 5
fifi_ EBEAT T — RSB BOE MR, SO R 7K R
FEGEH B MRS 1Y, A A SN K R BT,
EEALUT =RER (5]

L AP - BIACHEE AR, O 7B M KSR, BN TP, SR SR

PRVY R, APl B SR A 20 0K, JE 52 0K, JKIRZY S K, HOKIPER A THAB SR L,

ZRUKE, S,



RSSO RE R SR 493

AR, AN, FZREFIE T, WA S AT WA, AR SRAPA LKA, 52
RISE AP B P R A AR R A, AP P e A A K E, B3PI K S BRSNS, 3P A< rl
R A, 2RSS E G — AT,

2. AR N 4B WA IE S AR T 1 1) — 45 BU2F AR TR T 2R, & I S Dy AL A
RS PIAAIR, SRIE A TURRR RER, ST RFIT AN, e B2 m A G SR AP T

3.8 AETTAR, BRI KIE AR ST GRER, HHEKIER L RAK, MY
HAb7KIERETE, 27 B, DB 0] 8 Fr 28 i i) “ B R R Sk ) — R EUASFISZ N, Fir LA<g /KT S0,
I I IR B e 7

25— RAINE, HERUIBOK RNREE R« ORI, R B B AR A, R E M 2=
SR ATl T R, TR SRR S, R R r S i i, I B S LK S AN E LI Y
KA WA SOk B e — 7K, JE T E ST AR ST AR B A B 3l A e AT 7 R A B A 7K R AR
WO, AR R AR O EEATE I, 5 A I s 0 S A K R S5 A HUEE, O —4K,

= FKESIHEK # GE R S RE R Sy

TR R BHR I HAR, KRB AGEER T O SRR B R, e m i R RIRRE T, 2k alie
BRI 0 SRR R R E B R UCE K ARSI EAT 0 B AR B WS SR E MK R L Ja AT LA,
EHGR SRR, TR T — MR H B RPMRARSE, TR R 2 KRR RO E R, (i g IR
A TR S BUTNZK RGE BB AT B 3020 2600, ARIREAISTT B, K IRIEERCE O 2
2% B HTHEK RGORHERRIIK, & REZRIEAERE, ERMELRER, dTmARES RGN HEKE
[E1ERR] N T A 3 1 e ST ik o RS i /e SR D 7/ WA R I = 2 B | T NS I v & £ 2
HKRGERIHEKRE ST, WD IR UK [R], U SRAEAF QR AP 2R 58 2 9] A58 24 3 150 B A SR T K S
JEFRIRAE W, eI A R T A AR A RGN B KR, R EIGEHEACIRDLR H B, AN AR R, &l
ARG Y B T A SEASIE R R AR, RIVE DARRUKE AN o B, 49T, <7k
FAEIRIK R EEE, TEREMEKHE, KRSl 7 RATE,

IRILECY SUREE £33 S%2 3

EEWHOK ARG EEATHIESSRN HFK, ERAREETINNABUKATE AT, NS/ %5
SN ALA B A, CaREN KA T KHE B A AL, 2k AR, OC A g 3l 1],
DI A /KRR, RS A Bk SEfr B2 “Wrime 1Y, WS/ U T HEBR RSN K, R, 4D
RRAENDIN, RIS A TR A SRR, U 2% P A 7K BRI, TR Nl i, LAGR
UESEERIh N AR K BRI AL, PAYSB KA A 2BV E AR B e, HR N Sk EHOHIHEI K, &
MK SE IhEE,

FISMRAH L, SN R R A T e 2 AR BRI, R HEA ARG 2 2R ] “LABOA 7 R B,



494 e - 2019

A I KT e, R A
EIEH, REPALE, WAHE T St A
—E, ERNESAR— L X E (KR
SN (6], K2R Y N K ik
BT E2AMAKA, BEREAGHKHER R N 47K
WP, MAERA A SR R X, W&
SR P K S S HE R 22 XA T TR K B 2
i, ZE IR RS CngroBIXaE) (18 70,

2. 3k

P 7K H N T ARS8 A K T, 7 D) =
1 BT EEAE N K R TR VE ], S 7K R
R 8 RS0 B AAA B 51X, K 2016 AR L GRS, /NI, JFJe ORI BT, 514k
NEEAEYE, 3824 5 R IRK TR, oK R
FIFE, 4 RGN K R BRI, RN
B/ LK IR, JT A R R KR, RN Y
VEM, (RIS SR ARIAR ) 1 SUR SRIs 4E4r, thREike
BB RIPTIEROR, X ARt REORAIE A K
TR CHE 558 0, BT LA, 4Pl AE 2 K
F PR 2 A4 2 SR Y S AR A B K
e, JF HAPSR A S BB EAER], e
SIS i T — e E H T
PPHIERT,

3. Sh ki

X RIRFMROK R, 4 SN ACR i
I, AN R HA T 245 A, AT AR
MK EEAHER R TR R, BOFRIRE T
MHERIEM, W, AhEZKITE K R B 5
1T 2,

4. Kilgits . BUKME

RTEIMAE Y T 55000 ERY— S RAREK
i, ACUERISAIREERIEN, MRS T 1 LA N SNSRI, IF BB AN B BUEIRER,
FUKIERI R 0 AL K RARE T K, K R R T — DR, (8 R AN
SORGIE!SY = O3 EhI IR =

7 FUOBRHIKRS (LmAilks)



WS Sk RGeS he 495

. ‘ HERR
' il !
Y -
| & -
W N
Y y :E :
# Akl | |
-—
kL]
Rtiicm y Y #sbok contee mrese || o |
diemsNEg [ | - -
) = T D
o PR R Bo MRSUARFEE (&) RELE (4)

g SEEIRHE K 2R G K B 5

(B 30 TP

WA SCRIE, WAEIESCEREESME I, WA NG, HAPS -5 A G R i B
MIRARS, BHAGRAA)E, FTEAEAEMA A RRAHERR (B8], P95 N E/K I g —
MKARHEIERRSGE, FRROKR R EZIRITAC O 5 IRt K, 2 )5 B SRS AR AP AT, 4P
PR AR VIR, B PRI EA KA, — TR R A, ZJRIEASNEAKIT A
K A TR r A, AR, A ASNEAKI, SPIAT S SRAEON, SO A Pt 7 L
FRGIR TIPSR EEIZR o A PRI AP, X TSR BRI MOK ok, P9 B R R
g, NSRS LA TIRPOKRIYEEE, ORI i e,

2. BIRIR A S

R, JEARIRATTER RE LS, EMAMT O E2EMA, SMPKRERIGERR (89, N
BRI LA Y, KT, JPRIRT, KIS S RIAL T 2R BRI R RSS2, BT
DA N 787K, PR BL, ZRBO NG AR L FIRHTRIIEK R, FEX D RGE, b, 98,
SEAIE R T — MRHIEIE KR, KR B _EIRIBUKE, AN, AP vy B s Befe /K R
ERIEEEIRAER, ZEARETIIERK R PRI,

SR, WE/KIFHBA BB RS IAZNX S RIEHOK R F . MORFIAEERYE, BOEK ARG HEAFT KB
gk, H/KRASE, BAURZSH 2N KNI K RGN MEFCRIE 10 frR, WS/ BRI T KN &
BEM, AP, NI, AN =i AR T 23K RAIEER ARG, IR RK R A
SR RITF 2k N S/ oK B sh e, rl AR AR E 1, S8 B A DK AR R, (B 230K R
KT ST MAFIRITS I, FH LI AZHP I N B 20T A 2Kk, BT 1 PRy iE s =, e
WEZKIT S A IIE K R N RS, RAEETTBIRE I T A SV EATTERA S HEE, (H2 AH 5
S TIRE LRI IEH T,



496 wEeET - 2019

AW )

R HAK R

A ok A

4|m¢|mj—
| ®aRIARS |

B 10 FAREHIFKKAREEE

BEBETAR
#
7K
|
"
P l
a2l |l =
i ®
i
Ak
] |
1
BR=(185

B 12 BRI R AR L

B 11 AREHRKKRIVKE

CHTE S AR3: (MK LN EERA K,
BIUGT, 7 T UL, SRR A /K HE AR 1
AR HEA A 7K, A /KT HE 22 APk,
RXAE I HEACT 2O RO PR AP T PN B /KT R 2R A
IK ARG G VBRI SENE, A /KT IR R (5 4P 3
W EEIER, SBDIIVKE N MEERE, ENE
KT VA 7K AR R BEA T, H A T £ A1 7K
TRRIBEARMIHEL, g5 1 MR K R AT A 27Kk 3T
(R M, 0 R SR e e B T /K e R IS, AT A < 7K
FEIPORRZ N, Frsz AR+ W, Frld
A S8 /KT e =5 B AR A SR A P A HE /IRl 3t 2
1, BRI, A0 T NEARHER H 2
IR R Z M, (B Rt A7 R B,
Y FFKERISI, W2k Ak A BT 2 B E T
WL, N T B SIX R DL & A, BB R ST A
/KR A R/ B ARK BT, ARSEBE T A
BT AR F R, AT R BRAE T A 27K 3
K EIRSEE, R R LA B RS B T 23 A
PRRIK R IR AR T A5 R BB 1Y

3. dEnhE ki 3 & o

WAL ST A TR R S & 12 B, AET AT
DA, AWK R Y A R R ERAR
KR IR AR KRR R FIAGEABUKE, ZJ5

o XA KEE), (NS JLNERRASK, ELHH,



WIS R B K R S Te 497

H__r‘
| ——
L E
EakE e
B 13 FRIAFEKREREE Bl 14 FREZETRELE
A5 (b T IRT B E HAKFRIFALGG % R), %83 W, (A wiaF4)2003 4% 2 4.
e a A K T, —E R R, 25
FETR, SRLOT AN TR, ARk
. LR, AR
GERE e K E K R B AR T B0, SN B
SR HE K EGC AL T — S T, AR il
T WS ACEE ARk HE K 2R S5 I SiE 25 5 Wik
RXRHARG

WGl R, FFRART I wR R
BB E L, RO B T W] AL U A S SR,
FEREEGN, WIUEXTRAINE 72, MO RIS, R, AR HK RS RS Rt
RIS FEROE LA T ok, FrLMETEA, SEEEM N SN RGEAR AR, SRR 4P A
s (8 13), wke—AoNE (1761 4F) FEaRhics

B 15 BEREHFRKRRGE

------ B G, KERITHETTHROER, FEE R T AR F T ARBETTAEEX
Jo, AR, ARSI AR A RO, R BE

F T AT S K R AR, SO A Y AR R SR I 14, B 15 BroR, X4

1 5] HZERY 255-220,



498 T - 2019

KBRS, D9APSBT Y R BES AN T — MK A, K H O ABEE RN, HEIA =FrgE

(= ptalibbAye oty ke VN EETART A Y O T P Ll 23ih Pt R R T e DN T e e = N
H A RESE Al /K U HE Y, BT A I S H @A,

2. N2 7K FVRL TPy m B N, A5 3PS m B i 40 A RE FU A 2 tREAEAK X, X AR BT it 7]
IKHSRBVEIERS S, IRMESETIRER, SEORENEGA, RS, it DAE R B b 3835 — 4% K I,
BEIARYREBITE, (8 F BEPI KRB

3. K i 7K SEBEK I,

A B T R PO A, ARZ IR RO did, N HER RS ot ) — Nt oy, bl
EWT R LB OE, HOK ARG RRECE, ERNERTH T TRARERER, HERN L
WEITER R, KZRAFAHKAZGZ Lt Tdcd, i RO AR, REMTIHEK RS E A
AR P7 SR, AL HE K R G R A N 13X — Py SR, T S A O AL o
Y, FTLAERHEPK RE WIS IR T,

HEWA MK ARG T, AL EREE SECE, BEAO—ERREENHPKARSE, mHK
MY EREHK ARG IH AR TIHEK REREA N, X RN SR P ™, (3 IHAEESE
HEHAINI I IIRE, FUERSS AT AR HER, BAAETIRHK RGBT AR R R SN RS,
(HE R E & A AR A BT B ASGR AR AR, AR 00, RS HEK R G 2 R A SRt
FHEERD, MNRXERGNREREM, A, RIS, BB SAMEE ARSI,

(VR AL MO A Bl 2,
JEREHEAK S BT TS BT PR 22 H])



