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On the Historical Vegetation Landscape around the Hall of Mental Cultivation
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ABSTRACT:

Plants are key element constituting a landscape around a historical archi-
tecture. They play a significant role in constructing the landscape, creat-
ing ambience, and reflecting the house-owner’s sentiment and interest.
The paper conducts a field survey of the current vegetation in the court-
yard of the Hall of Mental Cultivation (Yangxin dian) and refers to impe-
rial poetry, old photos, and historical documents dated to the successive
Qianlong, Jiaqing, and Daoguang reigns (1736-1850) of the Qing dynas-
ty (1644-1911), examining the mid-Qing period vegetation landscapes
in the courtyard of the Hall of Mental Cultivation, identifying the genera
of the plants, the method of planting, and the layout of the vegetation, so
as to analyze the features of the historical landscape of the courtyard of

Hall of Mental Cultivation.
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