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Summary of Research on Qing-Dynasty Porcelain
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Xiang Kunpeng

ABSTRACT:

The Qing dynasty (1644-1911) witnessed the last pinnacle of the devel-
opment of porcelain in Chinese history. The Qing-dynasty porcelain as
represented by products from the kilns in Jingdezhen scatters across the
country. Large quantity of ancient records can be found on the produc-
tion, circulation, and appreciation of porcelain pieces of the period, of
which a majority is in the Qing palace archives, official historiography,
and collections of notes by individuals. Modern archaeological excava-
tions help to continuously unearth ceramic pieces of the period from kiln
sites, tombs, shipwrecks, city sites, and other locations. Rich historical
documentation, abundant archaeological finds, and vast museum col-
lections provide solid basis for the study of the Qing porcelain. Chinese
and foreign scholars have made in-depth discussions on relevant issues,
mostly focusing on the study of the porcelain products themselves, pro-
duction management of imperial kilns, the use the products in the impe-

rial palace, and the scientific and technological analysis.
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