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Re-understanding the Porcelain Used for the Tongzhi Emperor’s Wedding
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ABSTRACT:

A careful examination of the Palace Museum collection of the Tong-
zhi Emperor’s wedding porcelain with reference to the Qing dynasty
archives identifies four categories bearing different inscriptive marks:
“Made in the Tongzhi reign”(Tongzhi nianzhi), “Auspiciousness and
luckiness”(Jixiang ruyi), “Eternal spring for celebration”(Changchun
tongqing), and “Banquet for celebrating universal harmony”(Yanxi
tonghe). The porcelain with the reign mark “Made in the Tongzhi reign”
were manufactured not only for the would-be empress but also for pro-
viding to the Imperial Household Department, Imperial Tea and Meal
Office, and for sacrificial rituals and other special purposes by imperial
order. Based on comparative study, the essay argues that the extant por-
celain for the Tongzhi Emperor’s wedding in the Palace Museum collec-
tion belongs to two batches of production. It generalizes the differenc-
es between the two groups in glaze color, decorative pattern, shape, and
mark, and conducts a further discussion about the level of firing tech-
niques and management of the Jingdezhen imperial kiln factory in the

late Qing dynasty.
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