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On the Oil Portraits of Qing Dynasty Dzungar Mongolian Tribal Chieftains Col-

lected in Berlin
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Wang Youmin

ABSTRACT:

The eight portraits of Dzungar Mongolian tribal chieftains collected in
Germany was traditionally regarded as works related to the “meritori-
ous officials of the Ziguang Ge” (erroneously translated as Purple Light
Pavilion) or drafts prepared for the ambitious project. The author ar-
gues, based on studies, that they were among the oil portraits of merito-
rious officials commissioned by the Qianlong Emperor (r.1736-1795) in
1767 at the Hall of Military Achievements (Wucheng dian) for the good
will of praising chieftains of various ethnic tribes who had contributed
tremendously to the empire’s unification and stability. Eighteen chief-
tains from the Dzungar Mongolian tribes were enrolled then, including
Ubashi, who led the Torguts to migrate back to Qing territory. The dis-
covery complements the poorly recorded history, and is instrumental in
the study of Chinese history in the late eighteenth century. In addition,
the author also explores the artist(s), the sitters’ identities, and the date of
the oil paintings, conducting comprehensive and extensive comparisons
of these portraits with Ceremonial Banquet in the Garden of Ten Thou-
sand Trees (Wanshu yuan ciyan tu) and On Horsemanship (Mashu tu),
two paintings collected by the Palace Museum. Both the exploration and

comparison yield progress.
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Zhicheng (Jean Denis Attiret), Lang Shining (Giuseppe Castiglione)
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