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A Glimpse at the Paintings by Wu Li: As [llustrated by the Palace Museum Collection
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ABSTRACT:

As one of the “Six Masters of the Early Qing Period”, Wu Li (1632-1718)
based his paintings firmly on modelling after the ancient masters while
at the same to creating a rich variety of expressive forms. His sober land-
scape paintings are inspired by the style of Wang Meng (1308-1385) and
Wu Zhen (1280-1354). The Palace Museum collection of paintings by
Wu Zhen spans a long period of the artist’s career and boasts rich vari-
eties and a large proportion of masterpieces. Playing Zither in the Pine
Valley (Songhe mingqin tu) painted at the age of forty-three sui features
broad, vigorous brush strokes both refined and spirited, a representative
piece modelling after Wang Meng, rivaling the much celebrated Clear-
ance after Rain in the Horizontal Mountains (Hengshan qing ai tu) after
Wang Meng, created at the age of seventy-five sui. Judging from this, Wu
Li reached early maturity and virtuosity in copying Wang Meng’s land-
scape style. When it comes to modelling after Wu Zhen’s style, Return-
ing Boat in the Village, created at the age of forty-one sui, in comparison
with Clearing Sky after the Rain in Summer Mountains (Xiashan yuji
tu) created in the artist’s late years, the sobriety and full-bodiedness falls
short, revealing that his efforts in copying Wu Zhen’s landscape style
only succeeded in his late years. Aside from modelling after the Yuan
(1272-1368) masters, Wu also diversified his style with works such as
the blue and green landscape Reminiscing the Past at the Xingfu Mon-
astery (Xingfu an ganjiu tu) and the Nangao (Nangao tu) inspired by the
brushstyle of Tang Yin (1470-1523).
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