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Brief Analysis of Portraits of Qing Dynasty Progenitor Nurhaci
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ABSTRACT:

The life of Nurhaci (1559-1626), the revered Progenitor of the Qing dy-
nasty (Qing taizu, r. 1616-1626), is marked with martial valor and ex-
traordinary military achievements. He laid a solid foundation for his
successor Hong Taiji (r. 1627-1643) to establish a hegemonic empire.
Paradoxically, surviving portraits of Nurhaci, be they kept in the Pal-
ace Museum or the National Museum of China, or the illustrated Veri-
table Records of the Manchus (Manzhou shilu) varies — indeed dramati-
cally - from each other regarding the face of the heroic figure. The essay,
through careful examination of historical documents, archives, and
compendiums, tries to identify the most faithful image of him among

those extant portraits.
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