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Li Tang and Landscape Paintings in His Times

Appendix: Life and Family of the Southern Song Painters
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ABSTRACT:
There are approximately four decades between Li Tang’s (ca. 1049-1130)
death and Liu Songnian’s being widely acclaimed that were left blank in
art history studies. This article explores the Southern Song (1127-1279)
landscape painter circles of this period, namely the mid to late twelfth
century. Emperor Gaozong (r. 1127-1162) defined the bold and vigorous
freehand landscape paintings by Li Tang that has been bordering on dis-
tinction as one of the most prestigious schools, while the emperor, deeply
influenced by the style, promulgated this painting style in and outside the
court through his own artistic creation. The blue-and-green colors, fine
brushstrokes, and ink monochrome freehand style, all posed significant
influences on the Southern Song painting circles from different angles.

After the death of Li Tang, his protégé Xiao Zhao inherited his fa-
vorite themes such as landscape with abbreviated brushstrokes (jianbi
shanshui), landscape with wind, rain, and water waves, Zhang Dunli,
another protégé, passed the style with refined brushstrokes (xibi) to Liu
Songnian, while the Yan brothers and Li Di improved on the compos-
ite theme of landscape-animals or landscape-birds and flowers paint-
ings. Their efforts helped to localize the Northern School while laid the
artistic foundation for the rise of the school of painters as represented
by Ma Yuan (act. ca. early 13th c.) and Xia Gui during the reigns of
Emperor Guangzong (r. 1190-1194) and Emperor Ningzong (r. 1195-
1224). Landscape artists during this period favored misty and forlorn
scene, gradually transforming the characteristic Northern School pan-
orama into segmented landscape (jiejing) composition, expressed with
increasing vigor, while techniques such as ink monochrome wash, tex-
turing strokes resembling horse teeth, ghost face, disorderly brushwood
matured. Analysis of a series of masterpieces by anonymous painters
could help classify them into the styles of Xiao Zhao, Zhang Dunli, and
the Yan brothers, thus forming the pedigree of mid to late twelfth-cen-
tury landscape paintings.

In the appendix, the year of Li Tang’s death, Li Chongxun, Li Song,
Li Di and Li Anzhong’s active periods, as well as the family tree of the
Ma family are checked and verified with the help fo reliable historical

documents.

KEYWORDS:

Emperor Gaozong of the Song dynasty, aesthetic taste, the heroic school
of ci poems, themed landscape with wind, rain, and water waves, ge-
ography of the Jiangnan region, landscape by Li Tang, composite style,

generations of the “southward crossing” (nandu)
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