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A Preliminary Study of the Justice System for the Ming-Dynasty Eunuchs
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ABSTRACT:

An independent justice system existed for the Ming-dynasty (1368-
1644) institution of eunuchs. Firstly, no written statute is yet to be found
concerning this system. Nevertheless, the interplay between the Codex
of the Great Ming (Da Ming lv) and the conventions followed in the im-
perial palace has its unique features. Secondly, in terms of the judici-
ary, the Three Judicial Offices (Sanfa si) and the Embroidered Uniform
Guard (Jinyi wei) coexisted with an independent judiciary system. Al-
though the Eunuch Superintendent (tidu taijian) under the Directorate of
Ceremonial (Sili jian) played an important role, they were often caught
in power struggle with the Three Judicial Offices. Eventually, the judici-
ary system for eunuchs was similar to that for officials, with its own dis-

tinctive practice at the stages of trial and execution.
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