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Power Struggle of Personnel Designation between the Grand Secretariat and the

Ministry of Personnel of the Ming Dynasty
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ABSTRACT:

After Zhu Di (1360-1424) ascended the throne, the grand secretaries - as
close political consultants to the emperor and with growing power - in-
tervened with the recruitment and designation of officials which was un-
dertaken by the Ministry of Personnel (Li bu). From that period through
the Zhengde reign (1505-1521), the Grand Secretariat and the Minis-
try of Personnel got the upper hand alternatively, but generally speaking
the Grand Secretariat overwhelmed the Ministry. From the Jiajing reign
onward to the early Wanli reign, with the imperial consensus and tol-
erance, the Grand Secretariat had been gaining substantial importance
especially during the period when Yan Song (1480-1567) and Zhang
Juzheng (1525-1582) were leading the body as senior grand secretar-
ies of the state. They wield superior power over the Ministry of Person-
nel and other five ministries. Despite such resolute ministers of the per-
sonnel as Song Xun (1522-1591), Lu Guangzu (1521-1597), Sun Long
(1525-1594) carried out reforms in personnel recruitment system by
which the ministerial power was restored to a certain degree, little has

been changed.
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