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ABSTRACT:

The transition of power from the fourth emperor of the Song Dynasty -
the Renzong Emperor Zhao Zhen (r. 1022-1063) to the fifth emperor -
the Yingzong Emperor Zhao Shu (r. 1063-1067) was by no means peace-
ful as it seemed to be. In contract, what happened was extremely bumpy.
With all his three sons dying in either infancy or early childhood, the
Renzong emperor declined to adopt a male heir from the imperial lin-
eage as his successor. Consequently the post of heir apparent kept va-
cant for a long time. It was not until 1062 — the second-to-the-last year
of the Renzong reign — and pushed by multiple factors, that he granted
Zhao Shu, a male candidate from the imperial clan, the official succes-
sor to the throne. But this is not the end of the story. The Renzong em-
peror’s neglect of the heir apparent, the sudden illness of the Yingzhong
Emperor immediately after his enthronement, and the Empress Dowa-
ger Cao’s intervening with political affairs took place one after another.
It was not until the Yingzong emperor personally initiated his rule over
the empire that the political turmoil was calmed down and the transi-
tion of power officially concluded. The paper also argues that the influ-
ence of the imperial succession on the Song dynasty political stability

can not be ignored.
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Renzong emperor of the Song dynasty, Yingzong emperor of the Song
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