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The Chaotic Political Situation of Late Tang Dynasty: Through the Conjugal

Grave of Grand Councilor Sun Wo and Lady Zheng
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ABSTRACT:

Sun Wo (844-919) was born to a prestigious clan. He was active from
the late Tang dynasty (618-907) towards the early Liang (907-923) of the
Five Dynasties. His tenure in officialdom witnessed such political tur-
moil as the collapse and renouncement of court principles, the competi-
tive rise of feudatory lords craving for the imperial throne, and faction-
al disputes among key mandarins who actively conspired with outpost
military generals during the reigns of the Xizong (873-888), Zhaozong
(888-904), and Aidi (904-907) emperors. The late Tang court was tor-
tured by aggressively strong feudatory powers; emperors’ rule was se-
verely challenged. Sun Wo served the Zhaozong reign as the grand coun-
cilor no more than two years. Among the warring princely regimes, Li
Maozhen, the Prince of Qi, who had seized Fengxiang prefecture and
stationed in Chang’an with his troops, was the most menacing political
power to the imperial court. During the confrontation between the em-
peror and the revolting princes, grand councilors bear no easy existence.
They were menaced by the latter. If they agreed to engage in the scheme
with the feudatory lords, even if they were dismissed by the court they
could resume office backed by the princely influence; but once refused to
cooperate, they would wind up murdered or dismissed. The weak impe-
rial family failed to keep Sun in office. He was defeated in political strug-
gles and exiled. Later he chose to lead a recluse life by delving into the re-
ligious practice in the mountain for longevity. That the number of Tang
dynasty tomb inscriptions dated later than the Xiantong reign (860-874)
drops sharply reveals the funeral etiquette of ordinary people were not

strictly observed during turbulent days.
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