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Bestowing Rewards During the Imperial Birthday
Celebrations

Teng Deyong
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Abstract: During the Vast Longevity (wanshou) Festivals celebrating the birthdays of Qing emperors and
empresses, the bestowing of rewards increased. The origins of the reward system can be traced back to the
period before the Qing troops entered Ming territory through Shanhaiguan, and it continued to develop
over the years that followed. The rewards themselves consisted of a large quantity of silver ingots and satin
goods, as well as all kinds of objects for palace use such as pouches, steel flints, and combs. Different items
were granted to people according to their social status, vividly reflecting a sense of hierarchy. In addition,
the rewarded items also varied according to the recipient’s gender. Some items, including ginseng, marten,
and tea, came from tributes paid to the court by the northeastern provinces (the ancestral homeland of
the Qing), while a large number were manufactured at the court’s Imperial Workshops specifically for the
purpose of celebrating imperial birthdays. The rest were arranged by organizations which were subsidiary
to the palace including the three Jiangnan Silk Factories and the Jingdezhen Imperial Kilns. In sum, the
practice of bestowing rewards during the Vast Longevity Festival was an important part of the Qing system
of rewards, and took on distinct forms during this special period. It served as an important channel for
communication between the sovereign and his officials in the Qing dynasty; it, along with other activities
such as exchanging poems, constituted the sovereign-official relationship in the imperial era.

Keywords: the Vast Longevity Festivals, bestowing of rewards, system
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