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ABSTRACT:

Materials and craftsmanship decide what art works look like and reveal
aesthetic taste of the times. The study investigates the sources and use of
materials of gold and silver works of the Ming dynasty, analyzes how the
Ming court obtained, took and used gems, and makes a thorough dis-
cussion on the development of and preference for the craftsmanship of
gold and silver works like filigree at the time. It also makes comparison
between gold and silver works before, of and after the Ming dynasty, in
terms of materials and craftsmanship, to elaborate on the Ming gold and

silver works, in aspects of color, pattern and design.
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