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Further Examination of the Tortoise Plastron Exhibited in the “Highlighted Results
of the Recent Three-Year Inventory of the Palace Museum Permanent Collection”
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ABSTRACT:

Following the guidelines of combining academic research with collection
inventory,the essay conducts a close examination of a tortoise plastron
which had been displayed in the Palace Museum exhibition “Highlight-
ed Results of the Recent Three-Year Inventory of the Palace Museum
Permanent Collection”,and corrects textual mistakes in books including
Collected Interpretations of Oracle Bone Inscriptions (Jiaguwen heji
shiwen). Based on archaeological materials and extant archives,the essay
locates the Kingdom of Lai of the Shang dynasty (ca. 1600~1028 BCE)

in the River Lai Basin in today’s Hebei province.
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