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Liang Manrong

ABSTRACT:

The study investigates the life of 25 vassal princes in 15 manors during
two centuries after Zhu Di launched the Jingnan Campaign. The vas-
sal princes generally showed strong political appeal, but lived somehow
in a hermit’s way. Their political aspirations were tightly imprisoned by
the Ming court’s iron rules over its imperial clan. The vassal princes fell
into a frustration. They thus turned to Buddhism or Taoism for spiritual
freedom. That was at the same time a Hobson’s choice. The Ming vassal
princes were much concerned about the current politics, but remained
aloof from worldly things. The study all-roundly illustrates the image

of the Ming vassal princes, who used to be presented in a negative light.
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