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ABSTRACT:

Emperor Qianlong of the Qing dynasty always had a concern over ethnic
issues. Upon the imperial order of the emperor, the translation institute
Huitong siyi guan under the Ministry of Rites began to work together with
Junjichu or the Grand Council in 1748 (the 13" year of the Qianlong era)
for the compilation of multi-language dictionaries, collectively known
as Huayi Yiyu or Translated Terms in Chinese and Ethnic Languages.Back then,
none of the Huayi Yiyu dictionaries was published. As only extant copies,
they were in the imperial collection. The Library of the Palace Museum
and the Forbidden City Publishing House have co-published 71 Huayi
Yiyu dictionaries in 42 languages, photocopied from the museum’s collec-
tion. The precious historic literature greatly facilitates the study of
ethnolinguistics and translation history of West Europe, Southeast

Asia and southwest China.
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