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Zheng Xinmiao

ABSTRACT:

The “Gugong Studies” (Gugong xue) focuses on the study of history and
cultural patrimony of the former imperial palace of the Ming and the
Qing dynasties (known as “Gugong” in Chinese). It is a comprehensive
academic discipline of collating, studying, preserving, and displaying the
resource materials of the architectural complex (the Forbidden City), the
collections of the Palace Museum, and the Museum entity itself. They
complement each other and constitute a culture unity. The “Gugong
Studies” is a self-contained knowledge system, which is made up of the
study of heritage site, heritage architecture, extant artifacts, historical
archive, and old books. This specific branch of knowledge also associate
with such fields of study as religion, ethnology, literature, art, archaeol-
ogy, history, architecture, management science, library science, archives,
and museology. The “Gugong Studies” emphasizes on multiple grounds
of argument. It calls for a collective utilization of source materials of her-
itage architecture, artefacts of historical value, old books and archive, to
represent history and review history with concrete evidence, as well as to
appraise extant objects by comparison, and to examine an object with
the knowledge of history. The “Gugong Studies” is also open to cross-
disciplinary research methodologies — when it comes to the study of an
individual object or subject matter, it involves the adoptions of a philo-
sophical mindset that emphasizes on connection and evolvement, of an
aesthetic mindset that features the appreciation of art, and of a historical
perspective that highlights social background, so as to relate to knowl-
edge of other academic disciplines to avoid isolated viewpoints or frag-

mented information of the research subjects.

KEYWORDS:
Gugong Studies, Forbidden City, cultural relic of the Imperial Palace,
The Palace Museum, knowledge system, disciplinary characteristic,

methodology
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