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ABSTRACT:

The Palace of Tranquil Longevity (Ningshou gong), the emperor emeri-
tus’ palace, was constructed in the heyday of the Qianlong reign (1736-
1795) as his future residence after planned retirement following sixty
years of rule. He was always certain that this residence bore no resem-
blance with any previous palace of the same function, due to his be-
lief in the notion that “the ruler establishes the highest standard”. This
article analyzes large quantity of first-hand historical records and ex-
tant furnishing and attempts to delineate the original interior décor of
this space to prove that its furnishings reflected the emperor’s belief in
that “the ruler establishes the highest standard”, meaning that blessings
and longevity should be bestowed upon all subjects under heaven. Under
this general principle, furnishings in halls situated in the complex’s cen-
tral axis highlight respectively the three themes, namely “good fortune”,
“longevity”, and “accomplishment”. As for the garden of the Palace of
Tranquil Longevity, the emperor combines the pursuit of longevity, re-
tirement from diligent services, and the motifs of arhats as well as that
of the Pure Land of Bliss. The palace for the emperor emeritus exempli-
fies palatial architecture in the period of prosperity under the Qianlong
reign. The interior of the buildings is all-encompassing, with paintings,
objects, textiles of which the craftsmanship is of unrivaled magnificence.
The article combs comprehensively the interior furnishings of the pal-
ace according to historical archives and elaborates on some of its rare-

ly-known details.

KEYWORDS:
imperial palace for the emperor emeritus, the Qianlong Emperor, Hall
of Imperial Supremacy (Huangji dian), Hall of Joyful Longevity (Le-

shou tang)
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