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Restoration of the British Gilded Copper Clock on Elephant Back Decorated
with Revolving Flowers in the Collection of the Palace Museum
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ABSTRACT:

Timepieces are a special category among numerous collections of the
Palace Museum, and are important evidence for the frequent exchanges
between Chinese and Western cultures conducted in the Chinese court
during the Ming and Qing dynasties. The Palace Museum boasts more
than 1,500 timepieces and clocks in its collection, most of which were
made in Britain. They not only keep good time, but also feature exquisite
design integrating sculpture, craft, music, machinery and technology,
shedding light on the superb craftsmanship of timepiece and clock sev-
eral hundred years ago. By restoring the gilded copper clock on elephant
back decorated with revolving flowers which can open the door by itself
and play music, the author reviews and discusses the production, evolu-

tion and features of British timepieces and clocks.
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